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HONORING ANDERSON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Anderson United
Methodist Church Jackson, Mississippi.

Anderson United Methodist Church began
as a mission in 1914 under the leadership of
local ministers from the Central and Pratt
Methodist Episcopal Churches. One of the
ministers, the late Rev. R. L. Pickens, then
pastor of Central, helped organize the Clover-
leaf Methodist Episcopal Mission. During the
1920s, the first group of members met at the
home of William Harper on Woodrow Wilson
Avenue where they worshiped until a specific
location was secured.

By 1928, a temporary house of worship for
the Mission had been obtained, an old aban-
doned store on Whitfield Mill Road, (now Mar-
tin Luther King Dr.). In 1936, a lot on Spring
Street was purchased, and the first church
building was constructed. It was named for the
Rev. R. L. Anderson the first conference ap-
pointed minister. Rev. Anderson died in 1930.
The Rev. I. R. Kersh, Sr., was the pastor at
the time Anderson Chapel, as it was known
then, was constructed. During the next fifty-
five years, the following ministers Pastored
Anderson Chapel: Reverends J.C. Bell, Gold-
en Price, S.L. Webb, W.J. Eubanks, N.W.
Ross, R.D. Gerald, Whalon Blackmon, T.S.
Davis, A.L. Holland, F.P. Leonard, C.P.
Payne, H.C. Clay, Sr., and John L. Baker.

In September 1952, under the leadership of
Rev. Blackmon, a new structure was built on
Page Street and given the name Anderson
Memorial. In 1968, under C.P. Payne, Ander-
son Memorial became Anderson United Meth-
odist Church. In 1972, during the tenure of
Rev. Clay, the white and black United Meth-
odist conference merged into one conference.
In 1985, Rev. Jeffrey A. Stallworth was ap-
pointed pastor at Anderson. It was under his
leadership that the church moved to 485 West
Northside Drive.

Because of the tremendous growth, Ander-
son relocated to 1-220 at Hanging Moss Road
in November, 1994. At this time, membership
was over 1,600. After being at this location for
only two years, in December 1996 the mem-
bership at Anderson surpassed the 3,000
mark.

In June 2002, the Reverend Joe W. May
became Pastor of Anderson United Methodist
Church. As membership continue to rise, An-
derson United Methodist Church works dili-
gently to provide a friendly worship atmos-
phere.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me

in recognizing Anderson United Methodist
Church.

IN PRAISE OF DR. THOMAS F.
FREEMAN: EDUCATOR, SCHOLAR,
AND LEGENDARY COACH AND
TEACHER OF THE ART OF DE-
BATE

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 12, 2013

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to Dr. Thomas F. Freeman, who for
more than 60 years has been a professor of
philosophy at Texas Southern University,
which is located in my congressional district.

In addition to being an educator and scholar
of the first rank, Dr. Freeman is world re-
nowned as the legendary coach and teacher
of the art of forensic debate. It is therefore
most fitting that he is being honored today in
Houston at Texas Southern University Found-
ers Day Convocation.

Dr. Freeman has shaped the lives of count-
less young people who were his students, in-
cluding the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and the late Congresswoman Barbara Jordan,
who once held the seat | now hold. Dr. Free-
man’s tools were the spoken word. His canvas
was the minds of the brilliant and talented
young African Americans seeking a higher
education.

A prodigy himself, Dr. Freeman graduated
from Virginia Union University at the age of 18
and went on to become a professor at Virginia
Union University before his 30th birthday. He
would later receive degrees from Andover
Newton Theological School; Harvard Univer-
sity; Chicago Divinity School; the University of
Vienna in Austria, and the University of Liberia
in Africa.

In 1949, Dr. Freeman was among a group
of accomplished academics of color hired by
Texas Southern University (TSU). The same
year he held a debate in his TSU logic class
using his own undergraduate experience as a
guide.

Debate is defined as a contention by words
or arguments; or as a formal discussion of a
motion before a deliberative body according to
the rules of parliamentary procedure; or a reg-
ulated discussion of a proposition between two
matched sides. But to Dr. Freeman, it was
much more than a contest; it was a way of
life.

Dr. Freeman understood, as did Socrates
when he said to Glaucon in Book X of the Re-
public that “the contest is great my dear
Glaucon, greater than it seems—this contest
that concerns becoming good or bad.” Dr.
Freeman’s success was informed by his pas-
sionate belief that strong debate skills trans-
lated into a range of life skills that would serve
students well in their personal lives and pro-
fessional careers.

Dr. Freeman’s academic roots in moral phi-
losophy and theology came through in his in-
struction of his debate team students. Through
the art of debate, Dr. Freeman taught what the
ancients Greeks called arete, which is defined
as an “activity of the soul in accord with virtue
in a complete life.” As Aristotle explains in the
Nicomachean Ethics, happiness comes from
exercising the full range of one’s vital powers
directed toward excellence.

Virtue and excellence and happiness is
what Dr. Freeman taught his students and that
is why he and they were special. In 1949, the
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TSU students who participated in Dr. Free-
man’s debate class were so impressed with
their experience that they requested that Dr.
Freeman to form and coach a team. Dr. Free-
man agreed and founded the Texas Southern
University debate program which today is
world renowned for its skill and for the number
of championships won.

Dr. Freeman is internationally known for his
debate coaching prowess and for the promi-
nent Americans who studied under his tute-
lage. Among them are the late Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan and the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

The debating skills that young Barbara Jor-
dan developed under Dr. Freeman’s tutelage
were so formidable that she became the first
female to travel with the TSU debate team.
She and her debate partner Otis King partici-
pated in and won many awards, including the
championship at Baylor University, the first in-
tegrated debate match held in the South.

Barbara Jordan went on to become a Texas
State Senator and the first Texas African
American woman elected to the House of
Representatives from my state. She character-
ized her experience of learning under his tute-
lage as having shaped her view of the impor-
tance of mastering the skills of debate. Con-
gresswoman Jordan and Dr. Freeman re-
mained close and upon her death he gave the
eulogy at her funeral.

Dr. Freeman’s skill as a debate coach came
to the attention of Denzel Washington when
he sought a model for the role of a debate
coach for his role in the critically acclaimed
film “The Great Debaters,” based on life of
Melvin B. Tolson, who formed the Wiley Col-
lege debate team. The Wiley College debate
team defeated the University of Southern Cali-
fornia (USC) debate team for the 1935 na-
tional championship.

One of the students who was a student in
Dr. Freeman’s class during his tenure as a
visiting lecturer at Morehouse University was a
young Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. Freeman
had such an influential effect on him that
years later while Dr. Freeman and a group of
students happened to be in the same res-
taurant as Dr. King he was surprised when Dr.
King approached his table to say hello. Dr.
King reminded Dr. Freeman that he had been
a student in his Morehouse class and ex-
plained to the students how much that experi-
ence shaped his life.

Dr. Freeman’s contributions to the Texas
Southern University Community included serv-
ing as Founding Dean of both the Weekend
College and the Honors College. Dr. Freeman
worked with then TSU President Granville M.
Sawyer to develop the program and serve as
its dean. The Honors College, renamed in his
honor as the Thomas F. Freeman Honors Col-
lege, was developed for academically gifted
and motivated students to provide them with
the most rigorous and challenging academic
regimen.

In 1972, Dr. Freeman was asked by Rice
University to join its faculty after it had deseg-
regated. Dr. Freeman began a 23-year career
association with Rice University. As near as
anyone recalls, he was the first African Amer-
ican professor to teach at this prestigious uni-
versity before returning to TSU where he re-
sumed teaching and leading the TSU debate
team to countless victories.

This weekend TSU will honor Dr. Freeman’s
60 years of service, and | join them in recog-
nizing the impact a great teacher can have in
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changing the world for the better through his
or her students. Too often a teaching career is
viewed by too many as an option taken by
those who cannot excel elsewhere. But those
of us who know better know that it is the great
teacher that makes it possible for us to suc-
ceed anywhere and in any pursuit.

Dr. Freeman was and is such a teacher. But
as he lived a full and complete life rooted in
excellence, virtue, and service, he also was a
minister of the gospel, community leader, hus-
band, father, mentor, and a friend to thou-
sands. It can truly be said of Dr. Freeman that
his has been a consequential life.

That is why Dr. Freeman is legendary and
deserving of the fitting tribute of being honored
at the 2013 Founder's Day Convocation at
Texas Southern University.

Congratulations Dr. Freeman and thank you
for your service to TSU, to America, and to
humanity.

————

RECOGNIZING COSTANZO’S
BAKERY, INC.

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 12, 2013

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand today to
recognize Costanzo’s Bakery, Inc. and the
Costanzo family, as they receive the Special
Presentation Award from the Cheektowaga
Chamber of Commerce. The company is an
outstanding employer and well-run company
that showcases the endless possibilities of
growth for businesses today in Western New
York.

In 1933, Angelo Costanzo started a small
business along the Niagara River known as
Costanzo’s Bread. His Italian breads became
a household name in supermarkets and gro-
cery stores around Buffalo. In the 1970’s An-
gelo Sr. realized the growth in sub and pizza
shops around the area, and expanded his
business to sell to local food service establish-
ments.

In 1977, Angelo Jr. and his brother took
over the bakery and moved into a new loca-
tion on Union Road in Cheektowaga. It was
here that Costanzo’s grew to serve a national
marketplace by developing a line of frozen,
fully baked sub rolls and round rolls. This was
the beginning of Costanzo’s Bakery, Inc.

Costanzo’s now represents the last remain-
ing member of a once vibrant baking industry
locally. The industry has faced many issues
over the last several years. Customer de-
mands, compliance costs and increased com-
modity prices have negatively impacted many
bakeries. But Costanzo’s has continued to
grow, due to its “recipe for success” that it
has maintained for eight decades.

The company’s products are delivered fresh
up to five days a week to dozens of local
delis, convenience stores, specialty markets,
and supermarkets throughout the region. It
has also launched many new products includ-
ing brioche rolls, artisan style sandwich rolls,
rustic-style sub rolls, whole wheat rolls and
spicy Buffalo rolls.

While the recipes have stayed the same,
Costanzo’s has been innovative in developing
strategies to meet modern challenges. With
the goal of selling its bread to all people re-
gardless of location, it has recently established
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a national sales team comprised of a director
of national accounts and a corporate chef to
work directly with multi-unit retail and food
service accounts nationwide. The company
has also partnered with a Canadian food dis-
tributor to represent the brand in Ontario and
Quebec. Costanzo’s is also pursuing a British
Retail Consortium certification, which is the
highest level of quality and food safety certifi-
cation in the industry.

The bakery employs over 120 full and part-
time employees, many of whom reside in
Cheektowaga and the surrounding areas of
the Buffalo-Niagara Region. In addition,
Costanzo’s gives back to the community pro-
viding donations to over 40 non-profit organi-
zations and community groups throughout Erie
County.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to recognize Costanzo’s Bakery
and the Costanzo family as they receive their
Special Presentation Award from the
Cheektowaga Chamber of Commerce. For the
past 80 years, they have demonstrated im-
pressive commitment to our community, their
customers, and employees. Their quality serv-
ice and history is known throughout Western
New York, and we are proud to have such
reputable small businesses filled with hard-
working employees in our region.

—

HONORING GREENWOOD CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 12, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Greenwood Chapel
United Methodist Church Carthage, Mis-
sissippi. The Word: “The State of Mississippi,
Leake County, and The Indenture made this
31 day of January 1872 between Bennett E.
Charthan and Catherine Charthan, his wife, of
the first part deed to the Colored People of the
south end of said property in Beat 37, was
taken from the deed which deeded to at that
time, land for the church and school.

The church building most remembered
would be the one that faced the road with the
tall steps. On May 5, 1944 one acre of land
was sold to the Trustees of Greenwood Chap-
el Colored Church, the land located behind the
present day church by Susie Truesdale. In
1960, the church was rebuilt under the leader-
ship for Reverend Russell. The trustees at that
time were: Presley (Jack) Smith, Grant
Matlock, Edward W. (Ed) Merchant, Willie
(Bill) Smith, and Jefferson (Jeff) Smith, Sr.

In 1975, Dorothy Peterson, Douglas Peter-
son, and Gwen Peterson sold additional land
to Greenwood Chapel Methodist Church. The
trustees at that time were: Clarence Smith,
Bennett Smith, Cogan Matlock, Melvin Carson,
Presley (Jack) Smith, and Clytie Coleman.

The church was rebuilt in 1960 under the
contractor, Presley (Jack) Smith, Sr. In 1978
the church was remodeled again with Presley
(Jack) Smith being the primary contractor.
This occurred under the leadership of Rev-
erend John Cornelius.

In 1995, construction was started on a Fel-
lowship Hall under the leadership of Reverend
James Morris. In June of 1996, Reverend
Marlon King was assigned as pastor and
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under his leadership the Fellowship Hall was
completed. Clytie Coleman, Herman Hall,
Robert Lee Harris, and James Matlock served
as builders. Reverend Marlon King was reas-
signed as pastor for four years. In June of
2000, Reverend Willie Handy was appointed
to serve as pastor.

Services are conducted on the first and third
Sunday of each month, with the first Sunday
in August serving as the churches Home-
coming.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Greenwood Chapel United
Methodist Church.

———————

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA GOVERN-
MENT SHUTDOWN AVOIDANCE
ACT OF 2013

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 12, 2013

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer the District of Columbia Government
Shutdown Avoidance Act of 2013 to eliminate
the prospect of a District of Columbia govern-
ment shutdown on September 30, 2013, or
ever again. This bill is essential because a
new fiscal year is upon us and D.C.’s local,
balanced budget, which has been approved by
the House and Senate Appropriations commit-
tees, has not reached the floor in either
house. Frequent shutdown threats to the local
D.C. government have been costly and disrup-
tive to the city government, its employees and
its residents, including many federal officials
and employees who reside in the District. This
bill would add to existing authorities the city
has long had to spend its local funds by per-
manently authorizing the District government
to spend its local funds in the event of a Fed-
eral Government shutdown and therefore re-
main open.

Because of the uncertainty and adverse ef-
fects on the city caused by increasingly fre-
quent shutdown threats, | am taking several
actions to try to prevent a D.C. government
shutdown at the end of the month. | begin by
introducing this bill. | must take action now be-
cause some Republicans are threatening to
block a new spending bill when the current bill
expires on September 30 unless the new bill
defunds the Affordable Care Act, which could
lead to a shutdown of both the Federal and
District governments, and because the House
is scheduled to be in session for only five
days before September 30. In case my bill is
not enacted in time, | will also offer an amend-
ment to the fiscal year 2014 short-term con-
tinuing resolution (CR) (H.J. Res. 59) to au-
thorize the District government to spend its
local funds for all of fiscal year 2014, and not
only until the expiration of the CR on Decem-
ber 15, 2013, so that the city does not face a
shutdown threat again when the CR expires in
December.

The D.C. government should never have to
wonder whether it will be shut down. | do not
believe any Member wants to shut down the
D.C. government and bring a large, com-
plicated city to its knees because of a purely
federal matter. Indeed, there is bicameral, bi-
partisan support for preventing D.C. govern-
ment shutdowns. In July, both the Republican-
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